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Week Ending Friday, January 19, 1996 


Remarks in a Teleconference With 
Ohio Democratic Caucuses 
January 11, 1996 


I want to say hello to all of you in Ohio, 
and especially—[applause|—can you hear 
me? [Applause] That’s great. 

I want to thank your party chair, David 
Leland, and Senator John Glenn and your 
former party chair, Jim Ruvolo, for all of your 
hard work in organizing tonight’s caucuses. 
And I want to thank all of you for signing 
on to help us tonight. 

We've got people there, I know, from all 
across Ohio: in Cleveland and Greenville; in 
Columbus and New Philadelphia; Cincinnati 
and Waverly; in Dayton, where the Bosnian 

ace agreement was made; in Marion; To- 
ledo and Milan; in Youngstown and Spring- 
field; in Canton and Mentor; and Akron and 
Lorain. To all of you, thank you very much. 

You all know that Ohio is very special to 
me. The Ohio primaries put me over the top 
on the road to the Democratic nomination. 
And Ohio’s delegates put me over the top 
for the nomination at the convention in New 
York City in 1992. And of course, on Novem- 
ber 4th, 1992, it was the electoral votes of 
the State of Ohio that put me over the top 
in the electoral college. So I know how much 
I owe to the State of Ohio and to all of you 
in particular. And I thank you for everything 
you have done and for your commitment to 
help us in the months ahead. 

Every American knows that we are living 
in a time of great change. We're moving to- 
ward a new century. We’re moving from the 
industrial to the information and technology 
age. We're moving from the cold war to the 
global village. This is a time of immense pos- 
sibility and great challenge for our country. 

I think all of you know that when I ran 
for President it was to address these chal- 
lenges and to take advantage of these possi- 
bilities; to restore the American dream, to 
make the American people a stronger com- 


munity, and to preserve our leadership as a 
great force for peace and freedom around 
the world. And we've done that with a simple 
strategy: grow the economy; give the Amer- 
ican people a smaller, better Government; 
and restore mainstream values in our na- 
tional life. 

If you look at the Ohio economy, if you 
look at the national economy, we've cut the 
deficit in half. We’ve expanded trade to 
record levels. We’ve invested in the edu- 
cation of the American people and their tech- 
nological future. And look what we've got: 
almost 8 million jobs, a 15-year high in home 
ownership, a 27-year low in the combined 
rates of unemployment and inflation. Unem- 
ployment is down in Ohio from 7 percent 
to under 5 percent. In Ohio, you've got al- 
most 300,000 new private sector jobs. And 
the debt has been cut over $15,000 for every 
family of four in Ohio. 

We changed the way this Government 
works. Do you know there are more thaa 
200,000 fewer people working for the Fed- 
eral Government than there were when I be- 
came President, thanks to the work the 
Democrats did to make Government more 
effective and fairer? 

And most important of all, we’re being 
more true to our values. We passed a tough 
crime bill, and that helped people all across 
America to bring the crime rate down. We've 
given States all over America the freedom 
to move people from welfare to work. And 
the welfare rolls are down. The food stamp 
rolls are down. The poverty rolls are down. 
The teen pregnancy rolls are down. These 
are things the American people did, but our 
policies, the crime bill, the welfare reform, 
they have helped. 

You know we have challenges ahead, but 
the only way we can meet them is to keep 
moving in the direction that we’re going. And 
I know that everyone in Ohio must be so 
proud that Ohio was the place with the eyes 
of the world watching where the peace in 
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Bosnia was made, to go with the progress 
that our country has made in the Middle 
East, in Northern Ireland, and reducing the 
nuclear threat. That’s a record we can al be 
proud of, a record we can all be proud to 
run on and run with, and embrace and bring 
people to the Democratic vi 4 with. 

Now, if you look at this budget fight we're 
having in Congress today, it’s another exam- 
ple of what I’ve been working for since 1993 
when I became your President. I want to bal- 
ance the budget. If it weren’t for the debt 
run up in the 12 years before I became Presi- 
dent, the interest payments on that, we'd 
have a balanced budget today. I have worked 
hard, in good faith to reach an ment 
with the Congress. But you know, this is not 
about numbers. We have already identified 
more than enough cuts to balance the budget 
and give a modest tax cut. This is about 
whether we're going to protect Medicare, 


Medicaid, our investments in education, our 
environment, whether we're going to protect 


working families from having their taxes in- 
cota 


while others get a tax cut. That's 
what I’m fighting for, for an America in the 
future that you can be proud of, that will 
be worthy of the support that I received from 
the ee of Ohio. 

I want every child in the State of Ohio 
and in the United States to be able to look 
forward to a brighter future. That’s what I’m 
working for. I think you can go out in the 
State and say, look at where we were in 1992; 
look at where we are today; look at where 
we have to go. 

If you'll fo that, we'll work together, we'll 
win a victory, but more importantly, the peo- 
ple of our country will win a victory. 

Thank you, and God bless you all. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 7:52 p.m. from the 
Oval Office at the White House. This item was 
not received in time for publication in the appro- 
priate issue. 


Remarks at a Fundraising Luncheon 
in Nashville, Tennessee 
January 12, 1996 


Thank you so much, Mr. Vice President, 
Governor McWherter, Senator and Mrs. 
Gore. Senator and Mrs. Sasser—they’'ll do a 


great job for our country in China. Senator 
and Mrs. Mathews and to Congressman Gor- 
don, Congressman Clement, and Congress- 
man Tanner, and former Congressman Jim 
Cooper is here with us. I'm to see all 
of you here. To the mayors who are here, 
my good friend Wayne Glen and to other 
people who are here from all over Tennessee 
and from all walks of life. And Marilyn Lloyd, 
I think, is here somewhere. Where is she? 
Former Congresswoman. 

And let me say to all of you that I sure 
like that speech Al Gore gave. I want all of 
you from Tennessee to know that when the 
record of this administration has been writ- 
ten, the consequences of our actions may be 
only apparent to the American people in 
their positive aspects years from now. But 
one thing is already clear. In the entire his- 
tory of our Republic, the most effective, the 
most important Vice President in American 
history is Al Gore. 

He has overseen our efforts to reform our 
environmental laws so that we couid be bet- 
ter at growing the economy and preserving 
the environment at the same time. He is de- 
veloping a plan that will have our country 
oan in partnership with the private sector 
to hook up every student in America to the 
Internet with good software, good comput- 
ers, good training, just in the next few years. 

He has managed a permanent relationship 
with the Prime Minister of Russia which has 
reinforced the positive direction in which we 
are going and which has helped us to lift the 
cloud of nuclear threat from the American 
people since we've beea here. For the first 
time since the dawn of the nuclear age, there 
is not a single, solitary nuclear missile point- 
ed at an American child, and I am proud 
of that. 

While our friends on the other side talked 
about not liking big Government, wanting to 
give more power to States and localities in 
the private sector, in a very quiet and 
straightforward and effective way the Vice 
President has helped us to reduce the size 
of the Federal Government by over 200,000. 

And when you hear your Republican 
friends back in your neighborhood saying 
that the Democrats are the party of big Gov- 
ernment, ask them, “Well, if that’s so, why 
is the Government now the smallest it’s been 
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since 1965? If that’s so, why is the Govern- 
ment, as a percentage of the civilian work 
force, the smallest it’s been since 1933? If 
that’s so, why are they dismantling 16,000 
pages of unnecessary Government regula- 
tions put in by Republican executives who 
were there before we were?” 

If all that is so, how did this happen? It 
happened because it’s not so, because a big 
part of what we came to do was to give you 
a smaller, more effective Government, but 
we did not go to Washington to walk away 
from the American people and their future. 
And we have no intention of doing that. 

Let me say, I know that all the publicity 
in Washington that’s coming down here to 
you is all this debate over the budget. And 
it’s being kind of, is it a horserace and who's 
giving up what and are they going to get a 
deal or not, and all that sort of thing. I under- 
stand that. 

I just want to take a couple of minutes 
to try to put that into a larger picture. You 
know when I leave you I’m going to Bosnia. 
I will see soldiers there from all over Amer- 
ica, including soldiers from Tennessee. I will 
go to Hungary to see the basing that we're 
doing there in Hungary. And then I will stop 
in Zagreb, Yugoslavia—Croatia, in the 
former Yugoslavia, where we have a military 
hospital, some other actions, and I will see 
the President of that country to try to make 
sure that we continue to work to maintain 
the peace. 

And a lot of people wonder, well, why did 
the United States send soldiers there? | 
mean, the cold war is over. They're doing 
well with Russia. Why did they do that? Well, 
it’s part of my view, at least, of where we 
ought to go as a country. I'd like it if we 
could just lay down all our arms and lay down 
all our responsibilities. But if you think about 
what the world is going to look like in the 
years ahead for all these children that are 
here, it really matters if America is the 
strongest force for peace and freedom. 

World War I started in Bosnia. So many 
troubles are just right there around it. If this 
war was not contained, it could spread and 
cause many of our pecple to go and lose their 
lives down the road. Meanwhile, hundreds 
of innocent + le, tens of thousands of in- 
nocent people - ave been slaughtered, over 


a million turned into refugees from their own 
country. 

So we went there to help other countries 
make the peace. We didn’t have to go alone, 
we’re only a third of the total force, but it 
would not have happened if it hadn’t been 
for the United States. What I want you to 
think about is, by our being involved with 
other people, we can make a difference in 
the world fo or our own people. 

Let me give you another example. We 
want to fight terrorism. We've had terrorism 
right here in the United States, whether it 
was homegrown terrorism or people coming 
from other countries to our shores. Because 
we're involved with other countries, we've 
been able to get some of those terrorists ar- 
rested in other countries and brought back 
here to stand trial for killing innocent Ameri- 
cans, because we work with them. 

We know that every day Americans die be- 
cause of the scourge of drugs. Because we 
work with other countries, just this last year 
we were instrumental with our military and 
our civilian law enforcement in seeing seven 
members of the infamous Cali drug cartel 
in Colombia arrested—seven—it was un- 
heard of—because we work with other coun- 
tries. 

Because we worked with other countries 
to have not only more free trade but more 
fair trade, the exports of American products 
have increased by one-third in the last 3 years 
to an all-time high. Because we work with 
other countries, people in Nashville and in 
Tennessee have jobs and a better future. And 
we know if we’re going to have a free trading 
system, it has to also be a fair trading system. 

And that’s how you need to see this fight 
over the budget and all the accomplishments 
the Vice President talked about. Our theory 
is that America is a team, that we're goi Ding 
forward together, we’re going up or 
together. pee look at the whole history y of 
our country, you go back and read how we 
got started: We believed in liberty; we be- 
lieved in progress; and we struggled to find 
common ground, to get together in spite of 
our differences. Those three things are con- 
stant in every important period in our history. 
And what we know is unless we get together 
and work together, our liberties can be 
threatened. And we know, unless we get to- 
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gether and work together, we can’t make 
progress. 

| just came from the Peterbilt truck factory 
here. I’m sure it’s a source of pride to every- 
one in Tennessee. They've got backlog orders 
for 7 or 8 months. They've added 600 people 
to the payroll since we came into office. I'm 
proud of that. I’m proud for them. But we 
didn’t do anything directly for them. Our job 
is to give them a framework within which 
they can do well. Why are they doing well? 
Because they work together. 

Now, that’s what this budget fight is all 
about. Should we have a country in which 
our hatred of Government says the market 
should control everything, everybody for 
themselves, winner take all? Or should we 
have a country that says we love the market 
system, we love the free enterprise system, 
but we know that winners work together, and 
we want a country where everybody has a 
chance to win? That’s what this is about. 

The congressional leaders now agree that 
I have submitted to them a budget which 
would be balanced in 7 years, by their score- 
keeping. They sent me a little letter which 
I hold up all the time. They agree. 

The issue is not, will we balance the budg- 
et? The issue is, how should we do it? Look, 
folks, I hate this deficit. Our country never 
had a permanent deficit until the 12 years 
before I became President. We never had 
that. Never. 

It was in those 12 years when the debt 
was quadrupled. And our friends on the Re- 
publican side say, “Well, the Democrats con- 
trolled the Congress.” That’s not true. In the 
first 6 years when most of the damage was 
done, they controlled the Senate and the 
White House, and they had effective control 
of the House of Representatives. And they 
put us in the hole we're still digging out of. 

Now, when we came in, we cut the deficit 
in half in 3 years. They said—you need to 
know, when you talk to your friends about 
this budget debate, the Federal budget 
would be balanced today with a surplus— 
today with a surplus—but for the interest 
payments we pay on the debt run up between 
1981 and the end of 1992. Only in those 12 
years. 

Now, I want to be fair. We have really 
worked hard together. We spent 50 hours 


together, the Vice President and I, the Re- 
publican and the Democratic congressional 
ieaders. We found we did agree on a lot of 
things. One of the things we’ve agreed on 
is over $600 billion, way over $600 billion, 
in savings over the next 7 years. More than 
enough to bring our budget into balance. 
And enough to still have a modest tax cut. 

We don’t have an agreement because of 
the things we disagree on. They think we 
should cut Medicare more than I think we 
should cut it. I think $400 a couple for elderly 
ie ed a 8 If we don’t need it to 

alance the budget, I don’t think we ought 
to take it. We don’t know how much can be 
taken out of these rural hospitals and rural 
nursing homes without doing damage to 
them. We have to save some money, but 
we've got to be careful. 

The Medicaid program is not so widely 
known as Medicare. But there are millions— 
millions of children, poor children, many of 
them in poor, working families who depend 
upon it. Our middle class families have their 
parents in nursing homes depending on it. 
A lot of middle class families have disabled 
children who get a little help from Medicaid. 
It keeps them from going Sate while they 
care for their children. And people say, “Oh, 
you know, the Democrats, they're pandering 
to the elderly.” Bull! [Laughter] 

If the savings that the Vice President and 
I have proposed are enacted into law, they 
will represent the biggest savings ever 
achieved in the Medicare and Medicaid pro- 
grams. We know we've got to do better. We 
know. we can’t keep letting health care costs 
go up 3 times the rate of inflation. We know 
we have to support these health care provid- 
ers that are giving folks more choices if they 
want to go into managed care networks. 
We're all for that. 

But I say we should not do more than we 
know the system can take. We should not 
hurt any seniors that we know we can avoid 
hurting. And keep in mind, this is not just 
an issue of elderly people. If you make it 
more difficult for people to have their par- 
ents in nursing homes and they have to spend 
more money on that, where will the money 
come from to send their children to college? 
If you make college loans more expensive or 
you have fewer scholarships, where will the 
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strength in our economy come from 10 years 
from now when we know we need more 
young mg people going to college? 

we're all in this together. That is the 
central issue. And I will say again, my plea 
to the leaders of Congress—just as I pleaded 
with the Democrats to bend over backwards 
to-meet the Republicans halfway, just as we 
have worked hard to do that—is we need to 
pass a plan to balance the budget because 
it will drive interest rates down, it'll make 
it easier for business people to go get a loan, 
easier to expand payrolls, easier to keep eco- 
nomic growth going. We need to do this. 

But we are going to have some disagree- 
ments. What we need to do is to agree on 
everything we can, identify the disagree- 
ments and tell the American people that it’s 
their business, it’s their future, and they 
should resolve those disagreements in the 
election. But to put off balancing the budget 
because we have some disagreement over the 
size and shape of a tax cut, over changes at 
the margins in the Medicare program that 
can make huge impacts but aren’t necessary 
to save the money we've talked about, over 
big cuts in education and the environment, 
that’s wrong. We should not put this other 
business off. 

You know, we have a system—this is not 
a parliamentary system. If we were having 
this kind of fight in Great Britain, for exam- 
ple, we'd just call an election 5 weeks from 
now, and you all would decide what you 
want, and I'd either go home, or they'd do 
it our way or vice versa. That’s the way we'd 
do it. This is not a parliamentary system. We 
can’t have a work stoppage in Washington 
until November. It is inexcusable; it is unac- 
ceptable. 

We ought to go back there and say, “Look, 
we've agreed on enough money to balance 
the budget. We've agreed we can provide at 
least a modest tax cut to people for child 
rearing and education. We can help small 
business some with their pensions and with 
some other things. Let’s get after it and do 
it and get it behind us and then go on and 
do politics.” 

But again I will say, the reason we have 
to balance the budget is because we 
misplayed this for 12 years. This was 
misplayed by our country. And the politi- 


cians, to be fair to them, were more or less 
just doing what the people wanted. Nobody 
was ready to take any tough decisions. We 
have obligations to each other. We owe these 
kids a better future, just like we owe our par- 
ents a decent health care system. 

Now, that’s the difference. I do not want 
to see America become a country full of pos- 
sibility, with record numbers of new success- 
ful people every year, but more and more 
people falling behind. I think we’re better 
when we're a team. I’m going to go see those 
military folks. Why are you so proud of them? 
You may not know the name of a single per- 
son over there, but you know von | re going 
to do a good job, don’t you? Why? Because 
they're a team, because they bie together. 
You know they're going to do a good job. 

Let me tell” you, the only thing that sur- 
prised me about the Vice President’s speech? 
It took him about 7 minutes to get around 
to rubbing it in about Tennessee winning a 
bowl game. [Laughter] Now, Tennessee has 
a great quarterback. But they didn’t beat 
Ohio State with their quarterback. They beat 
them with the quarterback, the other 10 peo- 
ple on offense, the other 11 people on the 
defense. Right? If Ohio State scores three 
touchdowns instead of two, your great quar- 
terback loses a game. Right? Teamwork! 

Why do we forget it when it comes to our 
public decisions? That’s what this whole issue 
is about, folks. We can balance the budget; 
we can keep this economy going; we can 
keep the good trends in our life going, keep 
the crime rate and the welfare rolls and the 
food stamp rolls and the poverty rolls coming 
down, which is what is happening now and 
I’m proud of that. But we can only do it if 
we remember that this country got here be- 
cause at our most important moment we 
came together. That’s what we're fighting for. 

God bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:25 p.m. at the 
Opryland Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to 
former Gov. Ned Ray McWherter, chairman, 
Tennessee Clinton/Gore Reelection Committee; 
former Senator Albert Gore, Sr., and his wife, 
Pauline; former Senator and U.S. Ambassador to 
China Jim Sasser and his wife, Mary; and former 
Senator Harlan Mathews and his wife, Patsy. A 
portion of these remarks could not be verified be- 
cause the tape was incomplete. This item was not 
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received in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue. 


Executive Order 12985— 
Establishing the Armed Forces 
Service M 


January 11, 1996 


By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit- 
ed States of America, including my authority 
as Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces 
of the United States, it is hereby ordered as 
follows: 

Section 1. Establishment. There is hereby 
established the Armed Forces Service Medal 
with accompanying ribbons and appur- 
tenances, for award to members of the 
Armed Forces of the United States who, on 
or after June 1, 1992, in the opinion of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff: (a) Participate, or have 
participated, as members of United States 
military units in a United States military op- 
eration in which personnel of any Armed 
Force participate that is deemed to be signifi- 
cant activity; and 

(b) Encounter no foreign armed opposi- 
tion or imminent hostile action. 

Sec. 2. Approval and Award. The medal, 
with ribbons and appurtenances, shall be of 
an appropriate design approved by the Sec- 
retary of Defense and shall be awarded by 
the Secretary of Defense and the Secretary 
of Transportation with respect to the Coast 
Guard when it is not operating as a service 
in the Navy, under uniform regulations, as 
prescribed by the Secretary of Defense. The 
regulations shall place the Armed Forces 
Service Medal in an order of precedence im- 
mediately before the Humanitarian Service 
Medal. 

Sec. 3. Criteria. The medal shall be 
awarded only for operations for which no 
other United States service medal is ap- 
proved. For operations in which personnel 
of only one Military Department or the Coast 
Guard participate, the medal shall be award- 
ed only if there is no other suitable award 
available to the department or the Coast 
Guard. No more than one medal shall be 
awarded to any one person, but for each suc- 
ceeding operation justifying such award a 
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suitable device may be awarded to be worn 
on the medal or ribbon as prescribed by ap- 
propriate regulations. 

Sec. 4. Posthumous Provision. The medal 
may be awarded posthumously and, when so 
awarded, may be presented to such rep- 
resentative of the deceased as may be 
deemed appropriate by the Secretary of De- 
fense or the Secretary of Transportation. 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
January 11, 1996. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., January 17, 1996] 


Note: This Executive order was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on January 13, and 
it was published in the Federal Register on Janu- 


ary 18. 


Remarks to American Troops at 
Aviano Air Base, Italy 
January 13, 1996 


The President. Thank you very much. 


The President. 1 know it’s early, but we 
can do better than that. Good morning. 
[Laughter] 

Minister Corcione, Ambassador Bartholo- 
mew, our distinguished Italian hosts and 
guests, General Joulwan, General Ryan, 
Colonel Wald, Chief Myers, Colonel Moody, 
Aviano families, and to the men and women 
of Operation Decisive Edge. Let me begin 
by thanking the Colonel Ee that fine wel- 
come and thanking all of you for making me 
feel so welcome. I am very pleased finally 
to have a chance to come here to Aviano and 
to see you. And since it’s so early, I may be 
more pleased to see you than you are to see 
me. But I’m glad you came out anyway. 

I thank you for Bving me the chance to 
meet you and to tell you how important and 
how appreciated your work is. What you and 
our allies are doing here and in Bosnia is 
the difference between a war that resumes 
and a peace that takes hold. You are giving 
people who have suffered so very much a 
chance to enjoy the blessings of a normal life. 
You are living up to the great traditions of 
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the Armed Forces of the United States, pro- 
tecting our Nation’s interest by keeping a fire 
out that has threatened the heart of Europe’s 
stability. On behalf of all the American peo- 
ple, I come here most of all to thank you 
for the superb job you are doing on this his- 
toric mission. 

As you did in Operation Deny Flight and 
Operation Deliberate Force, the 31st Fighter 
Wing and all of the units here at Aviano, in- 
cluding the Guard and the Reserve, are 
showing in Operation Decisive Edge the pro- 
fessionalism, the skill, and the dedication that 
make America’s military the greatest on 
Earth, and make NATO a force for peace 
throughout Europe. 

The American people know that the bur- 
den of America’s leadership weighs heavily 
on you and on the families that are here. 
Many of you who are here have been a long 
way from home for a good long while. Others 
have just arrived. Because of the sacrifices 
you are making here and in the Balkans and 
the strength of the families that stand behind 
you, your country is able to stand up for its 
values and its interests. 

I particularly want to thank Colonel Wald, 
who has done a tremendous job in command- 
ing Aviano and the 31st Fighter Wing. Amer- 
ica is proud of the way this base has met 
the challenge of this operation. He told me 
just before we came in here that he’d been 
here about 6 months, and the very first day 
he was on the job was one of the days that 
our bombing campaign was underway. 

Today, as a part of my visit here and in 
recognition of Colonel Wald’s fine perform- 
ance and his outstanding career over 25 years 
in the United States Air Force, I am pleased 
to promote him to brigadier general. [Ap- 
plause| 

Colonel, it sounds like if we were doing 
this by popular opinion, I wouldn’t stop 
there. [Laughter] 

I would like to ask Mrs. Wald and their 
daughter, Marissa, to come up and stand with 
me. And I'd like to ask Mrs. Wald to help 
me as we put the stars on the general's shoul- 
der. 

General, our Nation and I look forward 
to many more years of your service. We thank 
you and congratulate you. 


Let me say a special word of thanks to the 
Italian Defense Minister, Mr. Corcione, the 
Italian Government, and the people of Italy 
for the hospitality that all of them les shown 
our forces and for their help in coordinating 
this difficult operation. All of you know that 
all of our efforts over the last several years 
to contain the conflict in Bosnia, to deliver 
humanitarian aid, and in the end, to bring 
an end to it, would not have been possible 
without the partnership of the Italian Gov- 
ernment and the Italian le. And the 
United States is very gratebal | br it, and we 
thank you. 

I also want to say a word of appreciation 
to all the other countries, especially those of 
our NATO allies participating in Decisive 
Edge. I know that distinguished units from 
Britain and Spain are here today; they, too, 
are playing a vital part in keeping our alliance 
strong and making sure this mission will suc- 
ceed. And we thank them. 

Men and women of Decisive Edge, let me 
say now, good luck and Godspeed. You are 
heroes for peace. Our Nation is very proud 
of you. And as long as you live I hope you 
will always look back on this mission as some- 
thing of historic importance and fundamental 
human decency. 

Thank you. God bless you, and God bless 


America. 


NoTE: The President — at 6:21 a.m. in Hangar 
e 


One. In his remarks, referred to Minister of 
Defense Domenico Corcione of Italy; U.S. Am- 
bassador to Italy Reginald Bartholomew; Gen. 
George Joulwan, USA, Supreme Allied Com- 
mander, Europe; Gen. Michael Ryan, USAF, 
Commander, 5th Allied Tactical Air Forces; Col. 
Charles Wald, USAF, Commander, Aviano Air 
Base; M. Sgt. Michael Myers, USAF, Senior En- 
listed Adviser, 31st Fighter Wing; and Col. David 
L. Moody, USA, Vice Commander, 31st Fighter 
Wing. 


Remarks to American Troops at 
Taszar Air Base, Hungary 
January 13, 1996 


Thank you very much, General Joulwan, 
and General Shalikashvili, General Crouch, 
and especially General Abrams. This is—he 
was saying on the way in, this is about the 
third time we have done this, and we're about 
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to get the hang of it. I like General Abrams 
because he’s not bashful about his enthu- 
siasm. [Laughter] He might be out there— 
if he were out there, he’d be cheering louder 
than all of you. 

Let me say also I am delighted to be here 
with our United Nations Ambassador, Mad- 
eleine Albright; Brian Atwood, the Director 
of the Agency for International Develop- 
ment; Dick Holbrooke, who did such a fine 
job in making this peace that you are here 
to help enforce; aesitisided Hunter. And I'd 
like for the Members of Congress who have 
come with me to be recognized. I want you 
to make them welcome. If it weren’t for 
them, none of us would be here today. Thank 
you, gentlemen, and—{applause|—thank 


u. 

er also want to say a special word of regard 
for General Bill Bell, who had to leave be- 
cause of his wife’s illness. I know he’s here 
in spirit. And I know that all of you will send 
him your thoughts and prayers. 

Men and women of the 21st Theater Army 
Area Command, lst Armored Division, the 
29th Support Group, the 30th Medical Bri- 
gade, all of you who are taking part in Oper- 
ation Joint Endeavor, I am very, very proud 
to be here with you today. 

A few moments ago, General Abrams 
briefed me on all you have achieved here 
in Hungary. As many of you know, General 
Abrams’ father gave his name to the Ml- 
Al tank that is helping you to keep the peace 
in Bosnia. I have just reviewed a company 
of those tanks that are about to convoy to 
Tuzla. And when I look out at you, I can’t 
help but think that those tanks are a good 
symbol for this whole operation. The Abrams 
is the best all-around tank in the world, and 
you are the best all-around fighting force. 
Like the tank, you are proven, fast, tough, 
and, if you have to be, lethal. 

But I did find one difference between the 
Abrams and the men and women of Oper- 
ation Joint Endeavor; the Abrams is very, 
very quiet. [Laughter] I'm going from here 
to Tuzla. You know, I meant to go from Tuzla 
to here, but the clouds made it impossible 
for us to land, and I had to come here, and 
that’s why you had so much advance notice 
of our being here. [Laughter] I can’t believe 
you got up such a crowd, General, on such 


short notice, but I think, speaking for all of 
us, we're delighted to see you. 

I want to say for those of you heading to 
Tuzla, I have been fully briefed on the oper- 
ation there. I’d like to be able to report that 
when you get there, you will find deluxe ac- 
commodations. [Laughter] I'd like to be able 
to report that. But even for a political leader 
that’s stretching the truth a little more than 
it will bear. [Laughter] 

I do understand they've got showers and 
heaters and Red Horse tents with hard floors 
and electricity. Some soldiers have turned 
their MRE boxes into dressers, shelves, and 
tables. They’re even doing some custom con- 
versions on Humvees, complete with car 
stereos. And I was told just before I got off 
the plane that with a little bit of ingenuity 
and a lot of plywood, duct tape, and sand 
bags, some of our soldiers are making Tuzla 
the next best thing to Taszar. 

The most important thing I can say to you, 
seriously, is that Task Force Eagle is heavily 
armed and very well prepared. The airfield 
and communications are up and running. J- 
STAR aircraft are patrolling high above the 
clouds. The Navy and the Marines are keep- 
ing watch from the Adriatic. Apache gunships 
are flying the treetops. The Special Forces 
are everywhere. The operation in Bosnia is 
moving ahead, step by step, steadily, surely, 
and safely. 

Let me say to those of you who are based 
here in Hungary, none of this could happen 
without you. You know that. You provide the 
beans, the bullets, the black oil that keep our 
people fed, armed, and ready to roll. As of 
today, in just a single month—think of it— 
12,000 troops, 700 trucks, 200 trains have 
passed through this point. 

Our airplanes have flown 400 sorties. 
You’ve got a 300-bed hospital up and running 
that I just drove by and a tent city for 7,000 
troops. That’s a pretty impressive track 
record. You should feel proud of the job 
you're doing. I am very proud of the job you 
are doing. 

I came here also to tell you that this is 
a very important job. Just before I left Wash- 
ington I signed an Executive order that cre- 
ates a new campaign medal. It’s calied the 
Armed Forces Service Medal, to be awarded 
to all those who serve our Nation in signifi- 
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cant noncombat military missions, such as 
peacekeeping operations. And I’m pleased to 
announce that as participants in Operation 
Joint Endeavor, each of you will receive 
America’s newest military honor. 

While I’m here, I also want to express my 
gratitude to the people of Hungary, to their 
government and their military for their hos- 
pitality, their cooperation, their professional- 
ism. Remember that just 6 years ago, Hun- 
gary was still part of the Warsaw Pact. Now 
it’s home to the largest American military op- 
eration in Europe since World War II. And 
that, too, is a tribute to the people who wore 
these uniforms before you, and for all Amer- 
ica has stood for the last 50 years. 

I am proud of the hard work that we have 
done in the last couple of years with Hungary 
and other sations getting the Partnership For 
Peace off the ground and preparing to open 
NATO’s doors to new members. In Bosnia 
itself, those of you who are going will be 
joined by other new friends, Polish and 
Czech combat battalions, Hungarian engi- 
neering corps, soldiers from the Baltic States, 
and a Russian brigade. 

When your mission is completed, all of you 
will be able to look back at this new partner- 
ship with former adversaries and say: We 
made history. We did something that really 
mattered. And you will be able to be proud 
of it for as long as you live. I thank you for 
that, and I hope you will always feel that deep 
pride. 

I know you've been trained to fight wars 
and to win them. You are the best in the 
world at that. This mission is different. We 
have asked you not to fight a war but to give 
a people exhausted by war the strength to 
make and stay at peace. You will succeed be- 
cause you're the finest fighting force in the 
world, and your presence in Bosnia can and 
will make the difference between a war that 
starts again and a peace that takes hold. 

All over the world, people look to America 
for help, for hope, for inspiration. We can’t 
be everywhere. Even you can’t do every- 
thing. But where we can make a difference 
and where our values and our interests are 
clearly at stake, we must act, and they are 
clearly at stake in Bosnia. 

All of its people are looking to America, 
and America looks to you, the men and 


women of our Armed Forces. I know that 
you and your families bear the heaviest bur- 
den of our leadership. We ask you to travel 
far from home, to be apart from your loved 
ones for long periods of time, to take on dif- 
ficult and sometimes dangerous missions. We 
ask all these things, and time and time and 
time again, you deliver. 

So I really come here with one very simple 
message: The American people are vies of 
what you're doing. They're proud of how 
you're doing it. They're proud of you. And 
your Commander in Chief is very, very proud 
of you. To each and every one of you, I say: 
Godspeed, and God bless our United States 
of America. 

Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:23 a.m. in the 
dining facility. In his remarks, he referred to Gen. 
William W. Crouch, USA, Commanding General, 
U.S. Army Europe; Gen. John N. Abrams, USA, 
Commander, 5th Corps; U.S. Ambassador to 
NATO Robert E. Hunter; and Brig. Gen. Burwell 
Bell, USAF, Assistant Division Commander, 3d 
Infantry Division. 


The President’s Radio Address 
January 13, 1996 


Good morning. I’m speaking to you today 
from Taszar, Hungary, the main staging base 
for America’s soldiers in Bosnia. I’ve just vis- 
ited with our commanders and troops. The 
American people should be very proud of the 
job they're doing. 

Our Armed Forces are giving the Bosnian 
people, exhausted by 4 years of war, the 
strength to make peace. I wish every Amer- 
ican could see firsthand what the men and 
women of our military are accomplishing 
under very difficult conditions, both here and 
in Bosnia. 

Here in Taszar, our troops are providing 
the beans, bullets, and black oil that are 
keeping our people in Bosnia fed, armed, and 
ready to roll. In Tuzla, the headquarters for 
our troops in Bosnia, the weather report is 
pretty much the same every day: mud, mud, 
and more mud. But despite that and the 
snow and the freezing rain, in less than a 
month our soldiers have built a base camp 
with more than 100 hard-backed tents, com- 
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plete with wooden floors, heat, and lights. 
They've set up a road network and sophisti- 
cated communications. The airfield, which 
had no lights or navigational equipment 
when they got there, is up and running 24 
hours a day. 

Some of the men and women I’m seeing 
today designed, built, and now operate the 

mtoon bridge over the Sava River, the key 
fandlink to Bosnia for our troops. The biggest 
Army bridging operation since World War 
II demanded the kind of strength and inge- 
nuity that only American soldiers have. The 
river swelled to a record high for this century, 
washing away our encampments. Its banks 
became pane bogs, but the Sava didn’t 
drown America’s spirit. As one of our Army 
engineers put it, “We've been crossing rivers 
for 218 years; we're going to cross this river.” 
And they did. 

Now that most of the preliminary work is 
done, our soldiers and their partners from 
more than two dozen other nations, including 
NATO allies and former adversaries, like 
Hungary, Poland, and Russia, are set to carry 
out their mission, step by step, steadily, sure- 
ly, and safely. They'll make sure the former 
warring parties in Bosnia live up to the letter 
of the peace agreement they signed, and 
they'll create a secure environment to give 
the people of Bosnia a chance to rebuild their 
lives and their land. 

Only the people of Bosnia can seize that 
chance and come together as equal citizens 
of a shared land with a common destiny. 
After so many lives lost and futures de- 
stroyed, finding the strength to live and work 
side by side, as they have done for so much 
of their history, will now be very hard. But 
I am convinced that the overwhelming ma- 
jority of Bosnia’s people agree that the alter- 
native of return to the sorrow and suffering 
of the past 4 years must not be allowed to 
happen. And they're looking to our soldiers 
to help them make a new beginning. 

So often when people abroad look to 
America for help and hope, America looks 
to the men and women of our Armed Forces. 
Of course, we can’t be everywhere, and even 
they can’t do everything. But where we can 
make a difference and where our interests 
and our values are clearly at stake, we must 
step forward. In Bosnia, where those inter- 


ests and values are very clearly at stake, our 
soldiers are making a difference, the dif- 
ference between a war that resumes and a 
peace that can take hold. 

We've asked the men and women of our 
military to bear the burden of America’s lead- 
ership, and they're rising to the challenge 
with strength, skill, and determination. The 
soldiers I’ve talked with are proud of their 
accomplishments and ready for the hard 
work ahead. I know all the American people 
are very proud of them, and that all Ameri- 
cans join me in saying oy oe to the men 
and women of the world’s finest military as 
they carry out their mission of peace in 
Bosnia. 

Thanks for listening. 


Norte: The address was recorded at 11:19 a.m., 
local time, at IFOR Headquarters, Taszar, Hun- 
gary, for domestic broadcast at 10:06 a.m. 


Remarks Prior to Discussions With 

President Arpad Goncz of Hungary 
and an Exchange With Reporters at 
Taszar Air Base 

January 13, 1996 


President Clinton. I would like to say on 
behalf of the American people how very 
much we appreciate the wonderful reception 
that our mi iers have received here in Hun- 
gary. I thank you, Mr. President and Mr. 
Prime Minister, to all the leaders of your 
country, especially to the Defense Minister 
and the Chairman of the Chiefs of Staff. We 
are very, very grateful for the cooperation 
that we've had. 

I think it’s a remarkable thing that Hun- 
gary and the United States are involved as 
partners for peace now, and they have re- 
ceived us here in this mission of peace in 
our staging area for Bosnia. Just think, it’s 
been barely more than 6 years ago when 
Hungary was a member of the Warsaw Pact. 
What would have been unthinkable then now 
seems perfectly normal because we’ve been 
working together so closely for the last cou- 
ple of years. 

And I know I speak for all the American 
people and especially for the military, Mr. 
President, when I say thank you, we are very 
grateful. And I have just met with our com- 
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manders and our troops; they’re doing very 
well here, thanks to you. And we're enjoying 
it, and we appreciate it. 

President Goncz. | can even say that it 
is symbolic. Four or five years ago, I think 
it would have been unthinkable to meet here 
with the President of the United States of 
America either in Washington or in Buda- 
pest, the least unthinkable to be able to meet 
in a small Hungarian village. In addition to 
the fact that on such an important occasion, 
your presence here as well as your personal 
presence, Mr. President, shows the commit- 
ment of the United States to ensure the peo- 
ple in the region. 

It is a moral obligation to ask because 
this—we defend the same values, and we 
have common interests. It is a great pleasure 
for me that we have this meeting and that 
we are part of this great operation. This is 
a Partnership For Peace in the genuine sense 
of the word. And—it’s a lot more than what 
we have done—and this is also an oppor- 
tunity for us to get accustomed to each other 
the way—[inaudible]. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 


NATO 


Q. Mr. President, do you think this kind 
of cooperation with Hungary will accelerate 
Hungary's admittance into NATO as a full- 
scale member? 

The President. Well, as you know, we be- 
lieve that NATO should be expanded and in- 
evitably will be. And this is the sort of co- 
operation that I think shows you what can 
happen in a very positive way with this sort 
of partnership. I’m very pleased with it, and 
I think all of our American—and especially 
our military commanders have been very im- 
pressed by what’s happened so far. 

Thank you. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 11:40 a.m. in the 
Headquarters of the Air Base. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of these 
remarks. 
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Remarks to American Troops at 
Tuzla Airfield, Bosnia-Herzegovina 


January 13, 1996 


The President. General Nash; Sergeant 
Major Tilley; the men and women of Task 
Force Eagle; the lst Armored Division; the 
3d Infantry Division; the 3d Battalion of the 
Three-Two-Five Parachute Infantry Regi- 
ment; the Air Force 4100th Provisional 
Group; the legendary Red Horse engineers; 
the Navy Seabees; and all the veterans of the 
Tuzla mud: I am proud to stand with you 
today on dry ground. I come with a simple 
message: Your country is very proud of you. 
I’m glad to be joined here today by General 
Shalikashvili; by General Joulwan; our Am- 
bassador to the United Nations, Madeleine 
Albright; and a very distinguished delegation 
from the United States Congress. They're 
standing over there to my left and to your 
right. I hope you will make them feel wel- 
come. They are here to support you. 

We know that you are the best trained, 
best equipped, best prepared fighters in the 
world. Time and again, you have stood down 
aggression. Time and again you have tri- 
umphed in war. But to Bosnia you came on 
a mission of peace, a mission for heroes. We 
thank you for defending our Nation’s values 
and our Nation’s interests. We thank you for 
helping the Bosnian people. Men and women 
of Operation Joint Endeavor, we thank you 
here for being warriors for peace. 

When I last saw many of you in 
Baumholder, the headquarters of the 1st Ar- 
mored Division in Germany, your Humvees 
were a little cleaner, your BDU’s a little 
greener. But to me, seeing you here in the 
field, doing the jobs you were trained for so 
well, you have never looked better. 

Soon I will have a chance to be briefed 
again by your commanders, Admiral Smith 
and General Nash. On behalf of a grateful 
nation, I want to tell everyone what I know 
they are going to tell me from our already 
brief conversations. We know that in less 
than a month and despite terrible weather, 
7,000 of our Nation’s finest fighters, the first 
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wave of a force to be 20,000-strong, have set 
up camp in Bosnia. We know you fought rain 
and floods to bridge the Sava River in our 
biggest military river crossing since 1945. We 
know that in only 2 weeks, more than 2,000 
vehicles—M1’s, Bradleys, Humvees and 
more—have rolled across the waters and 
rumbled into town. We know you have se- 
cured your base of operations and estab- 
lished base camps throughout your sector. 

I just came from Outpost Lima, manned 
by the Charlie Rock Company of the 3d Bat- 
talion. I saw for myself that the “Third Herd” 
and everyone else at the outpost are doing 
a great job in what might be called less than 
great conditions. 

You took an airfield that had no lights or 
navigational equipment, turned it around and 
opened it for business 24 hours a day, at least 
when the fog permits. You've strung nearly 
5 miles of phone and cable wire to build a 
massive modern communications network. 

You're working with soldiers from more 
than two dozen other nations, and I have met 
some of their leaders here today. Among 
them are former adversaries who are now our 
friends—-Polish and Czech combat battal- 
ions, Hungarian engineering corps, soldiers 
from the Baltic States, an entire Russian bri- 
gade—and, of course, the Nordic brigade 
that has been here for some time now. From 
the ashes of war in Bosnia, you and they to- 
gether are raising the torch of a new undi- 
vided Europe. Step by steady step, you are 
making history here in Bosnia. Don’t you 
ever forget that, even when this extraordinary 
mission may seem routine. 

I am told that some of you have compared 
life here with the Bill Murray movie 
“Groundhog Day,” where the same day 
keeps repeating itself over and over and over 
again. I’m also told that there are really only 
two kinds of weather conditions here in 
Tuzla. When it snows, the mud freezes, and 
when it rains, the mud thaws. Even the din- 
ing hall apparently is in on the act, dishing 
out the same food every morning and night. 

Just remember this: The military promised 
you square meals. And when you get your 
eggs each morning, you know the military 
has kept its commitment to you. I see you 
laughing about that, and I want you to be 


able to laugh. I hope you'll be laughing to- 
morrow morning at breakfast. 

But I am very serious when I tell you that 
your mission is anything but routine. There 
has never been anything quite like it before. 
The Bosnian people have chosen peace, but 
they cannot do it alone. You and our allies 
must give them the confidence they need to 
follow the rules they have agreed to. We have 
a strong interest here in seeing peace take 
hold. The people of Bosnia have suffered so 
much; Europe’s stability, so crucial to our 
own, has been threatened; and we all want 
a safer, better world for our children. 

The Bosnian people are exhausted by war. 
You can give them the strength they need 
for peace. This mission requires your 
strength and your skill, separating former en- 
emies, avoiding the dangers of mines, making 
sure the cease-fire holds, creating a stable 
environment. From the days on your feet in 
the rain and the snow to the nights you must 
sleep in your Bradleys, this mission requires 
your strength, your skills, your determina- 
tion. 

The people around you know you are pre- 
pared, heavily armed, ready to meet any 
threat to your safety. They know that our J— 
STAR aircraft are patrolling high above the 
clouds, tracking the smallest movement; that 
out in the Adriatic the Navy and the Marine 
Corps are ready to project power at a mo- 
ment’s notice; that just above the treetops, 
the Army’s Apache gunships are scouring the 
ground below; and that our Special Forces 
are here, there, and everywhere. 

I have said it before and I will say it again: 
You can see from this operation that America 
looks out for its own. I know the burden of 
our leadership weighs heavily on you and 
your loved ones back home. Just as your com- 
manders and I are committed to protecting 
your safety, so we are working to help your 
families, to keep them informed and in touch 
with you, to help them with the things that 
matter most, like day care and health care 
and paying the bills. The pride your families 
have in you is shared by Americans all across 
our Nation. We look at you all and we look 
at all you’re doing here, confident, compas- 
sionate, disciplined, and strong, and we see 
in you the best our country has to offer. 
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Before I left Washington to be with you, 
I signed an Executive order that creates a 
new campaign medal. It’s called the Armed 
Forces Service Medal. It will be awarded to 
all those who serve our Nation in significant 
noncombat military missions, such as peace- 
keeping. I am pleased to announce that as 
participants in Operation Joint Endeavor, 
each of you will receive America’s newest 
military honor. 

As you move around the world—excuse 
me, as you move ahead with your mission, 
I ask you, too, to keep this in mind: Around 
the world people look to America not just 
because of our size and strength but because 
of what we stand for and what we’re willing 
to stand against. And though it imposes extra 
burdens on us, people trust us to help them 
share in the blessings of peace. We can’t be 
everywhere, and even you can’t do every- 
thing. But where we can make a difference, 
where our values and our interests are at 
stake, we must act. Here, where our values 
and interests so clearly are at stake, you are 
acting on America’s behalf. 

All the people of Bosnia are looking to 
America, and so we look to you, the men 
and women of our Armed Forces. Here our 
Nation, through you, can make a difference 
between a war that starts again and a peace 
that takes hold. From the highest com- 
mander to the newest recruit, that difference 
lies in your hands. 

You give America power and strength. And 
you are giving Bosnia a new day of peace. 
Always be proud of what you are doing here. 
Your country and your Commander in Chief 
are immensely proud of you. 

God bless you all, and God bless the 
United States of America. Thank you. 

As part of our family outreach, I'd like to 
ask Colonel Neal Patton to come up here. 
Colonel Patton, where are you? 

I flew into Aviano, Italy, this morning at 
6 o'clock, and there were a huge number of 
—— there and a Toe of family 
members. Colonel Patton’s wife gave me a 
hug and said, “You sent my husband to Tuzla. 
So I expect you, Mr. President, to personally 
deliver his birthday present.” Here it is, 
Colonel. Happy birthday. 

Col. Neal Patton. Sir, thank you very 
much. That’s really something. Thank you. 


The President. Thank you very much. 


Nore: The President spoke at 2:18 p.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to Maj. Gen. William L. 
Nash, USA, Commanding General, lst Armored 
Division; Adm. Leighton Smith, USN, Com- 
mander in Chief, Allied Forces Southern Europe; 
and Sgt. Maj. Jack Tilley, USA, Ist Armored Divi- 
sion. 


Exchange With Reporters Prior to 
Discussions With President Alija 
Izetbegovic of Bosnia-Herzegovina 
at Tuzla Airfield 


January 13, 1996 


President’s Visit 


Q. Mr. Izetbegovic, can you tell us what 
it means for the President of the United 
States to be here in Bosnia? 

President Izetbegovic. In President Clin- 
ton we see a great friend to Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. We wish him here a warm wel- 
come. And of course, we see the opportunity 
that we have discussions on several important 
issues, issues relating to IFOR forces and es- 
pecially the United States of America in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

Q. Mr. President, was it worth all the ef- 
fort to make the logistical nightmare of mak- 
ing this visit? 

President Clinton. Absolutely. First of 
all, the most important thing for me was to 
come and see our troops and to tell them 
that I support them, the American people 
support them, and we appreciate what 
they're doing here, and to get a briefing 
about what’s going well and what still needs 
work. 

And the opportunity to meet with Presi- 
dent Izetbegovic and the other members of 
his government I think is quite important be- 
cause we still have a lot of work to do. And 
quite over and above the IFOR obligation, 
we've got a lot of work to do to rebuild Bosnia 
economically. And I want to do what I can 
to aid that. 

And of course, I’ve got Mr. Bob Gallucci, 
one of our most able diplomats; he helped 
to unravel our problem, our North Korea 
problem. So I figured if he did that, he could 
certainly figure out how we're going to help 
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Bosnia get back on its feet, going in the direc- 
tion that we ought to be going. 

So we've got a lot to talk about, and I’m 
looking forward to it. 


Note: The President spoke at 3:55 p.m. in the 
Old Command Post. In his remarks, he referred 
to Ambassador at Large Robert Gallucci. A tape 
was not available for verification of the content 
of this exchange. 


Remarks on Arrival in Zagreb, 
Croatia 


January 13, 1996 


Thank you very much, President Tudjman, 
for making me feel so welcome. And thank 
you for coming out in such large and enthu- 
siastic nun.ders. It’s wonderful to be here in 

b and in Croatia. And I thank you for 
making me feel so welcome. 

I have just come from Bosnia, from visiting 
our troops there who are working with the 
others to support the peace process. And I 
come here to thank President Tudjman and 
the people of Croatia for supporting the 
peace process in Bosnia. I come to support 
not only the peace process but the federation 
in Bosnia between the Muslims and the 
Croats, the peaceful agreement for the re- 
turn of Croatian lands in Eastern Slavonia, 
and the ultimate partnership of Croatia with 
not only the United States but with other 
Western nations who believe in freedom and 
human rights and democracy and peace and 
progress, working together. 

My friends, on behalf of the United States, 
I have been honored to work for peace from 
the Middle East to Northern Ireland to 
Bosnia. And I believe that in these conflicts 
I have seen, that the fight has not been be- 
tween Arab and Jew in the Middle East, not 
between Catholic and Protestant in Northern 
Ireland, not between Serb and Croat and 
Muslim in Bosnia. It is a conflict between 
those who choose peace and those who 
would stay with war, those who look to a bet- 
ter future and those who are trapped in the 
past, those who open their arms to their 
neighbors and those who would keep their 
fist clenched. 

So I ask you in closing to choose peace, 
choose the future, open your arms. The Unit- 


ed States extends its hand in friendship to 


u. 
Thank you again for making me feel so 


welcome. 


Note: The President spoke at 5:45 p.m. at the 


Zagreb Airport. In his remarks, he referred to 
President Franjo Tudjman of Croatia. 


Remarks at the Martin Luther King, 
Jr., Commemorative Service in 
Atlanta, Georgia 

January 15, 1996 


I know that we have been here a long time, 
but aren’t you glad you came? 

Dexter King, thank you for that fine intro- 
duction and for your leadership. Coretta 
King, thank you for your kind remarks and 
for the visits we've had today and all the ones 
we've had in the past; the other members 
of the King family who are here, and espe- 
cially to our co-presiders. I’m glad they don’t 
keep women out of the pulpit anymore, 
aren't you? To Senator Coverdell; and my 
dear friend Governor Miller; Mayor Cam 
bell—you can get back in the pulpit, I think, 
anytime you want; my longtime friend Con- 
gressman John Lewis; and Congresswoman 
Cynthia McKinney; Congressman Mfume, 
my dear friend, we wish you well on your 
new mission. To all the ministers who are 
here and all others who spoke. Dr. Roberts, 
thank you for letting us come to this church. 
I want to thank all those who came with me 
today, many from the White House, startin 
with the White House Chief of Staff an 
most of those who were referenced. And my 
good friend Ernest Green; Bob Johnson of 
the black entertainment network; and others 
who came. 

I want to say so many things, and yet I 
think I should say so little, because I have 
already heard so much wisdom and humor— 
{laughter|—and passion and music. I’m 
going to do a test when I get back on the 
airplane, when I go back to the back of the 
airplane. [Laughter] I’m going to ask Weldon 
Latham and Bob Johnson and Ernie Green 
and all my staff members what they remem- 
bered about this long ceremony. Everyone 
will remember you, young man, because you 
remind us of what all this is all about. And 
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you are a stern rebuke to the cynics who say 
we cannot do better. 

I will remember something that the rest 
of you couldn’t know, and that is that Coretta 
Scott King still has a beautiful voice and can 
hit all the high notes. I will remember this 
is the first time in my life I ever got to sing 
“Lift Every Voice” and sing 2 days in a row 
because we sang it in church yesterday. I will 
remember that the mayor wants to be buried 
by a Southern preacher so he can stay on 
Earth one more hour. [Laughter] I remem- 
ber that it was so cold in Washington Dick 
Gregory was willing to go to hell to get away 
from it. [Laughter] I will remember all this 
incredible music, and David Arnold, whom 
I had never heard before; and my friend and 
brother Wintley Phipps who can still bring 
tears to my eyes. For purely personal reasons, 
I will never forget the way you all stood when 
the mayor mentioned my wife’s name. And 
I thank you for that. I will never forget my 
friend Governor Miller quoting Kris 
Kristofferson’s song and thinking there’s still 
a place for all us Southern rednecks in this 
church. [Laughter] 

I am glad to see my good friends. I see 
Edwin Moses and Sonny Walker out there; 
and those of us who are your fans, Mr. 
Fishburne, are glad to see you here. Thank 
you. Thank you very much. 

I was sitting here thinking as everyone else 
spoke and I kept marking things through my 
remarks, what might I say here? What would 
Dr. King say if he sort of showed up, sidled 
down the aisle? I think he would have en- 
joyed this, don’t you? All the laughing, all 
the singing, all the wisdom, all the passion. 
I think he would have said amen when Con- 
gressman Mfume reminded us of that mag- 
nificent passage from Genesis: You can kill 
the dreamer, but not the dream. 

I think he’d be pretty proud of how far 
his hometown has come. The King Center 
is keeping the dream alive. Atlanta has more 
foreign corporations than any other Amer- 
ican city headquartered here with this mayor 
and that police chief and that sheriff over 
there. 

Less than 200 days from today, the whole 
world will be looking at Atlanta when the 
Olympics come. The city too busy to hate 


will be the city the world will see. I think 
he would like that. 

You know, only three Americans have ever 
had a holiday named for them by the Con- 
gress. Two were Presidents: George Wash- 
ington helped to create our Union; Abraham 
Lincoln laid down his life to preserve it. Mar- 
tin Luther King never held any elected of- 
fice, but he is the third because he redeemed 
the moral purpose of the United States. He 
reminded us that since all of us are created 
equal—and that’s what the Constitution 
says—all of us are equally entitled to the full 
benefits of American citizenship. 

In this holiday we celebrate the life of a 
man who challenged us to face our flaws and 
to become a better nation, to use our great 
power in the service of peace and justice. 
That was his dream, ak that is the spirit 
of this holiday. And that is why it is a geod 
thing that all over America this is a legal na- 
tional holiday. It is altogether fitting that if 
we can lay down our labors for a little while 
once a year to think about how we started, 
and we lay down our labors a little while once 
a year to think about how we might have 
been torn apart but we stayed aeantlee, that 
we take one day a year to remember that 
we have to live by the spirit and letter of 
the Constitution of the United States. 

When we were coming in here, Rodney 
Slater, who is now the Federal Highway Ad- 
ministrator but was with me when I was Gov- 
ernor, reminded me, Mrs. King, that 10 years 
ago today I sent, on an early morning, 30 
young children from Arkansas to Atlanta to 
march in the parade. And those children 
thought they had died and gone to heaven. 
[Laughter] They knew they were part of 
something that matters. 

So if Dr. King were here today, how would 
he tell us that it matters? I just returned, 
as all of you know, from a visit to our brave 
men and women serving as peacekeepers in 
Bosnia. I think he’d be pleased by that, don’t 
you? Our troops come from all parts of our 
country, from all racial and religious and eth- 
nic groups. They comprise a diversity un- 
matched anywhere in the world. And unfor- 
tunately, unmatched in any other organiza- 
tion in this country. 

They are all committed to equal oppor- 
tunity, equal responsibility, and excellence. 
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I wish all of you could have been with me 
walking down the lines reviewing the troops. 
First there’s a little unit with a big captain 
who is 6 foot 4, comes from an industrial 
city in the Middle West, from an Eastern 
European ethnic group. Next there’s a unit 
captained by a young slip of a woman barely 
5 feet tall, an African-American woman 
bossing around all these big, hulking guys. 
Why? Because she was judged by her merits. 
Yes, they have an affirmative action program, 
but no one gets a job for which they are not 
competent. It was a beautiful thing to see. 

But more important than the composition 
of the military is the mission on which they 
went, a mission we can all identify with. 
Bosnia is a land that in the past has found 
strength in its diversity: the Muslims, the 
Croats, who are Catholic, and the Serbs, who 
are Orthodox. They have flourished side by 
side in the past. Even though they prayed 
apart, they lived and worked together. 
They've been neighbors and friends and even 
family members. 

In giving in to appeals to primitive and 
blind hatred, those who started that awful 
war there were stepping back into an imag- 
ined, unreal past in which they say life has 
greater integrity and meaning, when we de- 
ine ourselves in terms of who we are not 
instead of who we are. Does that sound fa- 
miliar to you? When we define ourselves by 
whom we can denigrate and debase, instead 
of those whom we can reach out to and em- 
brace. 

We Americans understand the challenges 
they're facing in Bosnia. We know it’s hard 
to forge a community from many different 
groups. It’s hard to lay down old hatreds and 
ancient biases. We also know, as that old 
Broadway song says, children have to be 
taught to hate. 

I was thinking you all were making all 
those jokes about the bus and the airplane— 
you know what I was thinking about? When 
I was a kid growing up in my hometown in 
Arkansas, I rode the city bus to school every 
day. It cost a nickel. I can still remember 
one day when I got on the bus I had four 
cents, and there was a bus stop in front of 
my house and one about a block behind my 
house. And I asked the bus driver if he'd 
let me off behind with four cents, and let 


me run up and get another penny and run 
down the front and give it to him. And he 
did. That was the old days. But I was a kid. 
I didn’t—I was so stupid, I thought the best 
— to sit was the back of the bus. They 

ad to run me out of the back so other people 
could sit down who were supposed to be 
there. I thought I was supposed to be in the 
back of the bus. Children have to be taught 
to hate. We know about what they’re going 
through in Bosnia. 

Though our Founding Fathers celebrated 
in our documents the universal rights of man 
as being inherent in human nature, we actu- 
ally started out with a Constitution that stated 
that slaves were not fully citizens and, by the 
language of the Constitution, therefore, not 
fully human. 

We fought a Civil War over race and slav- 
ery. We lived through bitter days of lynchings 
and riots. Still today we struggle to overcome. 
But over time, Dr. King and Reverend Aber- 
nathy, others that helped us to see that his- 
tory need not be our destiny. We can define 
ourselves by our hopes and not our fears. 
Most of all, we can understand that we are 
stronger when we live and work together as 
a community, not as a swarm of isolated indi- 
viduals or antagonistic groups. That is still 
the decision for America today. 

In the great budget debate, I believe— 
some disagree—I believe we ought to bal- 
ance the budget. We never had a permanent 
deficit until the 12 years before I became 
President. Deficits were things that we ran 
when we had recessions or great wars that 
required us to mobilize the energies of the 
country. 

So we have to do it. But we have to balance 
the budget in a balanced way that recognizes 
that we are all in this together. That is the 
struggle of America’s whole history. That is 
the mission in Bosnia. We know that we have 
to be liberated, not bound by the lessons of 
the past. 

Dr. King said that men hate each other 
because they fear each other. They fear each 
other because they don’t know each other. 
They don’t know each other because they 
can’t communicate with each other. They 
can’t communicate with each other because 


they’re separated from each other. 
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The sad lesson of our experience is that 
sometimes we can be standing next to one 
another and still be separated from each 
other, miles and miles away in our minds. 
Now, even if we seek to help others bridge 
their differences, we have to say today, and 
he would say to us, you've still got a ways 
to go yourselves. 

We must be the world’s drum major for 
peace. That’s the role our troops and their 
allies from over 20 other countries, including 
countries that we were enemies with in the 
cold war, are playing in Bosnia. That’s what 
we're trying to do in helping the Catholics 
and Protestants get together in Northern Ire- 
land. That’s what we're trying to do in work- 
ing with the Arabs and the Jews in the Mid- 
dle East. 

And I thank President King for his men- 
tion of my friend, Prime Minister Rabin. Like 
Dr. King, he gave his life in the struggle for 
peace. And like so many of you who took 
up Dr. King’s torch, Shimon Peres and oth- 
ers have taken his torch up. I’m glad that 
the United States is working with them. 

I’m proud that the United States has sup- 
ported the reconciliation of the peoples of 
South Africa and the triumph of President 
Mandela and all of you who work with him. 
It has been an honor for us, not a burden. 
If that is our role, to be drum majors for 
peace and justice around the world, surely, 
surely that must be our responsibility here 
at home. 

We have much to be thankful for. Dexter 
King mentioned some things. I’m glad that 
in the last 3 years the crime rate and the 
welfare rolls and the food stamp rolls and 
the poverty rate and the teen pregnancy rate 
are all down. I’m proud of that. 

But here’s what I think Dr. King would 
say if he were giving this sermon in far more 
powerful and eloquent ways: You're doing 
better, but that’s not nearly good enough. 
And don’t do anything which will make it 
worse. Keep going in the right direction. 
There needs to be more peace and freedom 
on our streets. It is true that the murder rate 
had its biggest decline in 35 years last year. 
Hallelujah! It’s also true a lot of innocent kids 
will get killed this year. We have to do better. 
There’s still too much crime and violence and 


drugs in America, especially among our 
young people. 

He would say, ask yourselves this question 
as you walk out of this church today: How 
can it be that the crime rate in America is 
down, but the crime rate among young peo- 
ple between the ages of 12 and 17 is up? 
Are they still out there raising themselves? 
What are you going to do about that? What 
are you going to do about that? 

We have to continue to heal the racial divi- 
sions that still tear at our Nation. We can’t 
rest until there are no more hate crimes, no 
more racial violence. And until we have 
moved beyond those far more subtle but still 
pervasive racial divisions that keep us from 
becoming one Nation under God. We have 
to be honest about where we are in this strug- 
gle. The job of ending discrimination in this 
country is not over. That’s why I still believe 
we need the right kind of affirmative action. 
We can mend it, and some day we can end 
it. But we can’t end it until everybody with 
a straight face can say there is no more dis- 
crimination on the basis of race. We must 
bring more peace to our public discourse, 
even when we passionately disagree. 

We did a lot of laughing today, to some 
extent, at the expense of those who di 
with us. And that’s okay, they laughed at me, 
too—{laughter|—and sometimes more. But 
let’s remember, no matter how passionately 
Martin Luther King spoke about the wrongs 
he saw and the changes he advocated, he al- 
ways, always spoke in the language of love 
and nonviolence and peace. 

I remember when one of our clergy read 
that well-known, but never tired, passage 
from Corinthians. In the old King James. ver- 
sion it used to say, “Now we see through 
a glass darkly, but then face to face. Now 
we know in , but then we shall know even 
as we are known. And there abides faith, 
hope, and charity, and the greatest of these 
is charity.” Charity and love, in that sense, 
are the same thing—charitable love, the un- 
derstanding that even those who are totally 
different from us share a common human 
nature. And we all see through the glass 
darkly. Nobody has the whole truth. We 
should remember that, and we should ask 
them to. 
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And finally, let me say I think he would 
say that this is going to be a great age of 
possibility, the 21st century. And many will 
do very well. The great issue is whether we 
will go into that age of possibility together 
or divided, whether America will be a society, 
a great society, where winners can take ev- 
erything, or whether it will be an even great- 
er society in which everyone has a chance 
to win. 

If you think about the characteristics of 
this time, people care more about their racial 
and their ethnic identities. If that builds 
pride and self-esteem and gets people back 
- to good values that we all share, it is a good 
thing. If it leads people to the Bosnian war 
or killing in Northern Ireland or a lack of 
resolution in South Africa or continued car- 
nage in the Middle East or on our own 
streets, it is a bad thing. 

If you look at this global marketplace, if 
it means that a poor child in inner city Atlanta 
or in rural Arkansas in the hills of the Ozarks 
can hook into a computer and get himself 
or herself into a research library in Australia 
and learn what’s going on in the world, if 
people in the inner cities can use technol 
to learn things that they couldn’t learn and 
to build businesses and hope and oppor- 
tunity, that is a very good thing. But if the 
global economy means that everywhere we 
have to have more inequality, more people 
thrown out of work, more people living with- 
out hope because those as who are doing 
well won't set up the conditions in which ev- 
eryone can win, it is not a good thing. 

So the challenge of this time is to go for- 
ward together—to go forward together. And 
every single one of us has a role to play. 

Let me remind you that in 1994 I signed 
legislation which transformed Martin Luther 
King’s birthday into a national day of service 
to reflect the life and legacy of Dr. King. 
I recently appointed a friend of Dr. King’s 
and an adviser, former Senator Harris 
Wofford, to head our Corporation for Na- 
tional Service. He said the King holiday 
should be a day on, not a day off; a day of 
action, not a day of apathy; a day of respond- 


ing to the community, not a day of rest and 
recreation. That’s what we have tried to do. 

Today, all across America, members of 
AmeriCorps, our national service organiza- 
tion, are working with grassroots community 
volunteers to pull this country together, not 
to let it be divided. In Philadelphia, as we 
meet here, thousands of young people and 
their teachers are renovating homes for 
Habitat for Humanity, a project that started 
here in Georgia and has swept the whole 
world. In California, 2,300 a are 
going to clean parks, remove graffiti, collect 

ood and clothing for people who need it. 

And as we stand here and sit here, right 
here in Atlanta, members of the national 
service corps are joining forces with a coali- 
tion of citizens to honor the memory of Mar- 
tin Luther King by painting classrooms, 
working at their food bank, renovating a 
homeless shelter. 

Every American can be a drum major for 
peace. Every American can be a voice for 
justice. Every American can be a servant in 
the never-ending work of building our Amer- 
ican community and building a stronger and 
more united and more decent world. 

As he said, “Everybody can be great, be- 
cause everybody can serve. You only need 
a heart full of grace and a soul generated 
by love.” Because of all of you today, I leave 
with a heart more full of grace, a soul more 
generated by love. I thank you for that, and 
hope you feel the same way. 

God bless you all. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 1 p.m. at the Ebe- 
nezer Baptist Church. In his remarks, he referred 
to Dexter King, son, and Coretta Scott King, 
widow of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.; Gov. Zell 
Miller of Georgia; Mayor William Campbell of At- 
lanta; Dr. Joseph L. Roberts, Jr., pastor, Ebenezer 
Baptist Church; Ernest Green, managing director, 
oe net Brothers; Bob Johnson, chairman and 
chief executive officer, Black Entertainment Tele- 
vision; Weldon Latham, senior partner, Shaw, 
Pittman, Potts, and Trowbridge; civil rights advo- 
cate Dick Gregory; former Olympic track star 
Edwin Moses; and William “Sonny” Walker, 
former executive director, King Center. 
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Statement on the Decision of Alan 
Blinder Not To Seek a Second Term 
as Vice Chairman of the Board of 
Governors of the Federal Reserve 
System 


January 17, 1996 


It is my deep regret to learn of Alan Blind- 
er’s decision not to seek a second term as 
Vice Chairman of the Board of Governors 
of the Federal Reserve System. Dr. Blinder’s 
return to Princeton University is a tremen- 
dous gain for a respected university but a 
considerable loss for the Nation. 

Alan is a powerful force for sound and sen- 
sible monetary policy. His tenure at the 
Board was marked by integrity, intelligence, 
and candor. He will be greatly missed there 
as he was when he left the White House 
Council of Economic Advisers to become 
Vice Chairman. 


Statement on the Death of Barbara 
Jordan 


January 17, 1996 


Hillary and I were deeply saddened to 
learn of the death of our good friend Barbara 
Jordan. Her eloquent voice, which articu- 
lated the views and concerns of millions of 
Americans, was always a source of inspiration 
to us. Barbara’s words flowed with heartfelt 
conviction and her actions rang of indefati- 
gable determination as she challenged us as 
a nation to confront our weaknesses and live 
peacefully together as equals. 

I am personally appreciative of her efforts 
to address the difficult problem of illegal im- 
migration as Chair of the Commission on Im- 
migration Reform. Hillary and I join the Uni- 
versity of Texas, the Nation, and all those 
who fight for equal rights and justice in 
mourning the death of a great woman and 
a gifted public servant. We extend our deep- 
est sympathies to her family. 


Remarks on the Federal Budget 
Negotiations 
January 18, 1996 


Good morning. Although I am dis- 
appointed that the Republican congressional 
leaders walked away from our negotiations 
yesterday, I am not entirely discouraged. 
After all, it is clear that a 7-year balanced 
budget, scored by the Congressional Budget 
Office, one that gives the American people 
modest tax relief and still protects the fun- 
damental priorities of Medicare, Medicaid, 
education, and the environment, that this 
kind of budget is clearly within our grasp 
right now. 

Republicans and Democrats have already 
agreed to far more than $600 billion in sav- 
ings. That is more than we need to balance 
the budget and to provide modest tax relief. 

We set out to find a common-ground ap- 
proach to balancing the budget. We were 
successful in agreeing on more than enough 
cuts to do the job. As the charts that all of 
you have show, I have gone the extra mile. 
The: Republicans asked for a plan from us 
that balanced the budget in 7 years. They 
then said they disagreed with our economic 
assumptions, and they asked for a plan based 
on their economic assumptions. 

They then made some move themselves 
toward us, and so I made further moves, as 
you see in that document. To say that there 
has not been a good-faith effort here is not 
credible. We have given a 7-year balanced 
budget based on the Congressional Budget 
Office’s own estimates, and we have shown 
here some further movement. 

Now let me say again: A lot of good has 
come out of these talks. It is plain now to 
the whole country that not only Americans 
in every community in our country but peo- 
& here in Washington are committed to a 

alanced budget in 7 years. 

There are areas of disagreement, and they 
involve more than money. They also involve 
pea You already know, as I said, that we 

ave moved toward them in trying to show 
good faith and reach agreement on the dol- 
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lars. There are still significant money dif- 
ferences, and they are the same money dif- 
ferences that we started with. 

I believe that the Republicans are insisting 
on reductions in Medicare, Medicaid, edu- 
cation, and the environment which are clear- 
ly not necessary to balance the budget and 
not necessary to give a modest tax cut. And 
I believe that those reductions are in effect 
being put into this budget to pay for a tax 
cut that is larger than is warranted under 
these circumstances. 

But let me say there are also some policy 
differences. And I'll just mention a few. 
There are more, but let me mention a few. 
Their Medicare program could require el- 
derly people who choose to go into managed 
care programs to pay extra fees to see the 
doctor of their choice, something which is 
not required today. 

The medical savings account and fee-for- 
service options they would provide to all sen- 
iors on Medicare could lead to the healthiest 
and most well off of our senior citizens taking 
money out of the program, which would not 
be spent in any given year, and leaving in 
the program people with higher medical 
costs with a lower financial base to cover it. 
If enough of this happened, it literally could 
cause the Medicare program to wither on the 
vine. 

They would repeal Medicaid’s guarantee 
of adequate medical coverage for wo peo- 
ple, including children, ant 
women, and the disabled. With block grants 
in Medicaid and lower levels of funding, 
States would be able to and actually might 
feel constrained to cut back on services to 
people who need mental health services, in- 
cluding hospital services. If the history that 
we all have, the modern history, is any indica- 
tion, those would be the services that would 


be most vulnerable in tight budgetary times. 


Their budget would dramatically cut oo! 
grams that are designed to prevent dru 

violence in our public schools. It nba Poa deny 
preschool education through Head Start to 
about 200,000 young 3- and 4-year-old chil- 
dren from poor backgrounds and we know 
will be helped by it. It would impose great 
cuts in aids to poor schools that could cause 
class sizes to climb and certainly will under- 
mine our efforts to put computers in all the 


classes of the United States as soon as we 
can in the next decade. 

It ends the Goals 2000 program, which is 
the administration’s program to meet na- 
tional educational standards which have fi- 
nally been set but to do it through grassroots 
reforms. It ends the national service pro- 
gram, which this year is providing 20,000 
young people the et to serve their 
communities and to bring in more volunteers 
to serve their communities in grassroots ef- 
fort and earn money to go to college. 

It would no longer require companies to 

for the cleanup of toxic wastes if the 
waste had been lying around 9 years or more. 
We know that 10 million children now live 
within 4 miles of a toxic waste site. Under 
their plan, the taxpayers would have to pick 
up the tab for these toxic dumps that were 
in existence before 1987. It would dramati- 
cally cut environmental enforcement to guar- 
antee clean air and clean water. It would take 
the environmental police off the beat with 
cuts of about 30 percent. 

So these are the policy issues involved, and 
these are just a few of them. When I submit- 
ted the plan to balance the budget in 7 years 
that the Congressional Budget Office agreed 
did that, I thought that would be the basis 
for our moving quickly to an agreement 
based on what we could agree on. I am still 
committed to that, but let me say—I heard 
the leaders of the Republican Congress say 
over and over again: We have to balance the 
budget; we have to balance the budget; why 
won't the President agree to balance the 
budget in 7 years; why won't the President 
agree to the Congressional Budget Office 
numbers? Now it is: Why won’t the President 
agree to bigger reductions in Medicare and 
a bigger tax cut? 

Now, if the job is balancing the budget, 
we know there wili be differences between 
the two parties. These are healthy dif- 
ferences. We ought to have a lot of debates 
here. But I would remind you, there was only 
one hearing, only one on the congressional 
Medicare plan. 

So we can debate some of these policy dif- 
ferences all year long, and the American peo- 
ple can make their decision about what is 
or is not the right course to follow. But we 
already have agreement on way more than 
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enough budget savings to balance this budget 
and to give a modest tax cut. It is wrong for 
us to defer this because of disagreements that 
are not necessary to resolve in order to have 
a balanced budget or a modest tax cut. 

I am committed to finishing this job, I am 
committed to working to resolve the remain- 
ing problems with the Congress. I did have 
a constructive 40-minute telephone con- 
versation yesterday. And to the Republicans 
in Congress, let me say again: My door is 
open. It is open. It will stay open. I have 
spent 50 hours on this working with them, 
and I am committed to continuing to work 
with them until we get the job done. 

Thank you. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 11:37 a.m. in the 
Briefing Room at the White House. 


Executive Order 12986— 
International Union for 
Conservation of Nature and Natural 
Resources 


January 18, 1996 


By virtue of the authority vested in me as 
President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States, including sections 1 and 
14 of the International Organizations Immu- 
nities Act (22 U.S.C. 288 et seq., as amended 
by section 426 of the Foreign Relations Au- 
thorization Act, Fiscal Years 1994 and 1995, 
Public Law 103-236), I hereby extend to the 
International Union for Conservation of Na- 
ture and Natural Resources the privileges 
and immunities that provide or pertain to im- 
munity from suit. To this effect, the following 
sections of the International Organizations 
Immunities Act shall not apply to the Inter- 
national Union for Conservation of Nature 
and Natural Resources: 

—Section 2(b), 22 U.S.C. 288a(b), that 
provides international organizations and 
their property and assets with the same 
immunity from suit and judicial process 
as is enjoyed by foreign governments. 

—Section 2(c), 22 U.S.C. 288a(c), that 
provides that the property and assets of 
international organizations shall be im- 
mune from search and confiscation and 
that their archives shall be inviolable. 


—Section 7(b), 22 U.S.C. 288d(b), that 
provides the representatives of foreign 
governments in or to international orga- 
nizations and the officers and employees 
of such organizations with immunity 
from suit and legal process relating to 
acts performed by them in their official 
capacity and falling within their func- 
tions. 

This designation is not intended to abridge 
in any respect privileges, exemptions, or im- 
munities that the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature and Natural Re- 
sources may have acquired or may acquire 
by international agreements or by congres- 
sional action. 


William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
January 18, 1996. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:23 a.m., January 19, 1996] 


NOTE: This Executive order was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on January 19, and 
it was published in the Federal Register on Janu- 
ary 22. 


Notice—Continuation of Emergency 
Regarding Terrorists Who Threaten 
To Disrupt the Middle East Peace 
Process 


January 18, 1996 


On January 23, 1995, by Executive Order 
No. 12947, I declared a national emergency 
to deal with the unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the national security, foreign policy, 
and economy of the United States con- 
stituted by grave acts of violence committed 
by foreign terrorists that disrupt the Middle 
East peace process. By Executive Order No. 
12947 of January 23, 1995, I blocked the as- 
sets in the United States, or in the control 
of United States persons, of foreign terrorists 
who threaten to disrupt the Middle East 
peace process. I also prohibited transactions 
or dealings by United States persons in such 
property. Because terrorist activities con- 
tinue to threaten the Middle East peace 
process and vital interests of the United 
States in the Middle East, the national emer- 
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gency declared on January 23, 1995, and the 
measures that took effect on January 24, 
1995, to deal with that emergency must con- 
tinue in effect beyond January 23, 1996. 
Therefore, in accordance with section 202(d) 
of the National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 
1622(d)), I am continuing the national emer- 
gency with to foreign terrorists who 
threaten to disrupt the Middle East peace 


process. 

This notice shall be published in the Fed- 
eral Register and transmitted to the Con- 
gress. 

William J. Clinton 


The White House, 
January 18, 1996. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:24 a.m., January 19, 1996] 


NOTE: This notice was released by the Office of 
the Press Secretary on January 19, and it was pub- 
lished in the Federal Register on January 22. 


Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
Continuation of the Emergency With 
Respect to Terrorists Who Threaten 
To Disrupt the Middle East Peace 
Process 


January 18, 1996 


Dear Mr. (Dear Mr. President:) 

Section 202(d) of the National Emer- 
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer- 
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect nd the anniver- 
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent the enclosed notice, stating that 
the emergency declared with respect to grave 
acts of violence committed by foreign terror- 
ists that disrupt the Middle East peace proc- 
ess is to continue in effect beyond January 
23, 1996, to the Federal Register for publica- 
tion. 

The crisis with wav to the grave acts 
of violence committed by foreign terrorists 
that threaten to disrupt the Middle East 
peace process that lead to the declaration on 
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anuary 23, 1995, of a national emergency 

not been resolved. Terrorist groups con- 
tinue to engage in activities with the purpose 
or effect of threatening the Middle East 
peace process, and that are hostile to U.S. 
interests in the region. Such actions threaten 
vital interests of the national security, foreign 
policy, and economy of the United States. 
For these reasons, I have determined that 
it is necessary to maintain in force the broad 
authorities necessary to deny any financial 
support from the United States for forei 
terrorists that threaten to disrupt the Middle 
East peace process. 

Sincerely, 


William J. Clinton 


NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging- 
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This 
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec- 
retary on January 19. 


Statement on Signing the 


Memorandum on Missing Persons 
and Missing Children 
January 19, 1996 


Every parent knows that their children are 
the most important thing in their lives. We 
cherish them, we invest our hopes in them, 
and when they fall victim to harm, it can be 
the most wrenching experience of all. For 
every parent, one of the most horrible things 
imaginable is the disappearance of a child. 
We must do whatever we can to help parents 
in these situations find their children. 

Every year, approximately 300 children are 
abducted by strangers. Just yesterday, we 
heard news of a terrible tragedy in Texas, 
where a young girl was found murdered, 
after she had as missing for 5 days. We 
must do everything we can to stop this from 
happening again. Time is the enemy in ab- 
duction cases—and the most important tool 
we have against it is making sure information 
gets out to the public. 

The Federal Government, through the 
FBI and other law enforcement agencies, is 
doing its part to help State and local law en- 
forcement investigate these cases and dis- 
seminate information as quickly as possible. 
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But it is critical that the FBI be notified 
within 48 hours of the abduction. In 6 out 
of 10 recent cases, the FBI learned of the 
abduction from TV reports. We've got to do 
better. And we will. 

Nearly all 16,000 police departments 
around the country have the capacity, 
through a state-of-the-art computer system, 
to report missing persons to the FBI. I have 
asked the Attorney General to make it the 
highest priority to make sure this system 
works as quickly as possible. 

The Federal Government already works 
with States to establish clearinghouses for in- 
formation on missing children. The National 
Center for Missing and Exploited Children, 
funded by the Justice Department, has 
helped establish clearinghouses in 47 States 
plus the District of Columbia. The Center 
also funds Project Alert, which uses the ex- 
saa of volunteer retired police officers to 

elp search for missing children. 

Now, it is time to do more to help families 
beat the race against time in searching for 
their missing children. Federal offices come 
into contact with thousands of citizens and 
workers every day. That gives the Federal 
Government a unique roie to play in the 
search for missing children. 

Today, I will sign an executive memoran- 
dum directing all agency heads to take the 
necessary actions to allow the posting of 
photos of missing children in Federal build- 
ings. This Presidential action also directs 
agencies to appoint an action officer to main- 
tain the space for these notices. 

This memorandum is just one step—but 
it’s a step in the right direction. There is 
more we can do—and we will. 

The Federal Government is doing its part. 
But we know that the key to finding missing 
children is within their own communities. 
When these terrifying abductions occur, we 
have seen communities band together to dis- 
tribute flyers, interview potential witnesses, 
and support the families. Unfortunately, 
sometimes a terrible tragedy brings out the 
very best in our communities and our coun- 


If we love our children, then we must do 
everything we can to help when they are in 
harm’s way. Every one of us must take re- 
sponsibility to do what they can to help find 


79 


our missing children. Please look twice at the 
photos of missing children you see in the 
mail, on your milk cartons, and now, in Fed- 
eral buildings across the country. Everyone 
can make a difference—and everyone has an 
obligation to try. 


Memorandum on Missing Persons 
and Missing Children 


January 19, 1996 


Memorandum for the Heads of Executive 
Departments and Agencies 

Subject: Missing Persons or Children Notices 
in Federal Facilities 


By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit- 
ed States of America, and in order to provide 
for the posting of missing persons or children 
notices in buildings owned or controlled by 
the Federal Government, I hereby direct as 
follows: 

Section 1. Posting of Missing Persons or 
Children Notices in Federal Facilities. Exec- 
utive departments and agencies possessing 
custody or control over buildings or facilities 
occupied by Federal employees shall take 
such actions as are reasonable, n , and 
appropriate to provide for the posting of 
missing persons or children notices in public 
and other appropriate areas of such domestic 
buildings or facilities, as deterrnined by the 
Federal official having primary responsibili 
for management and operation of the build- 
ing or facility involved. 

Sec. 2. Duties of Federal Official. Such of- 
ficial shall maintain, or shall designate a rep- 
resentative to maintain, the physical area 
upon which missing persons or children no- 
tices may be placed. The official or the des- 
ignated representative shall give priority and 
special prominence to notices involving miss- 
ing children who are believed to have been 
abducted by non-family members or other- 
wise are in imminent physical danger. 

Sec. 3. Exceptions. Nothing in this memo- 
randum shall require an executive depart- 
ment or agency to provide public access to 
its buildings or facilities if such access could 
impede or disrupt the performance of official 
duties by government employees or poten- 
tially be harmful to the national security. 
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Sec. 4. Consultation. Executive depart- 
ments and agencies shall consult with the 
Department of Justice and the General Serv- 
ices Administration in carrying out the pur- 
poses of this memorandum. 

Sec. 5. Judicial Review. This memoran- 
dum is intended only to improve the internal 
management of the Federal Government, 
and is not intended, and should not be con- 
strued, to create any right or benefit, sub- 
stantive or procedural, enforceable at law by 
a party against the United States, its agencies, 
its officers, or its employees. 


William J. Clinton 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President's public 
schedule and other items of general interest an- 
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 


not included elsewhere in this issue. 





January 13 
In the morning, the President traveled 
from Aviano Air Base, Italy, to Taszar, Hun- 


oti the President traveled to Tuzla, 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, where he had meetings 
with a group of religious leaders. 

The President then traveled to Zagreb, 
Croatia, where he met with President Franjo 
Tudjman. 

In the evening, while returning from Za- 
greb to pee see ae DC, aboard Air Force 
One, the President had a telephone con- 
versation with President Slobodan Milosevic 
of Serbia. 

The President declared major disasters in 
the States of Kentucky, New Jersey, North 
Carolina, Virginia, Pennsylvania, and West 
Virginia, and ordered Federal aid to supple- 
ment State and local recovery efforts in the 
areas struck by the “Blizzard of 1996,” begin- 
ning January 6 and continuing. 


January 15 

In the morning, the President traveled to 
Atlanta, GA, where he laid a wreath at the 
tomb of Martin Luther King, Jr., and later 


toured the Olympic Stadium under construc- 
tion. In the evening, the President returned 
to Washington, DC. 


January 16 

In the afternoon, the President met with 
Karekin I, Patriarch of the Armenian Apos- 
tolic Church. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Thomas S. Foley as a member and 
Chairman of the President’s Foreign Intel- 
ligence Advisory Board. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Richard L. Morningstar to be Spe- 
cial Adviser to the President and the Sec- 
retary of State on Assistance to the New 
Independent States of the Former Soviet 
Union. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Randall Forsberg and Patricia 
McFate as members of the Scientific and 
Policy Advisory Committee of the U.S. Arms 
Control and Disarmament Agency. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Mary Burrus Babson and Robert 
B. Rogers to the Board of Directors of the 
Corporation for National and Community 
Service. 


January 17 

In the morning, the President attended the 
funeral of Ambassador M. Larry Lawrence 
at Arlington National Cemetery, VA. 

In the afternoon, the President had a tele- 
phone conversation with Republican con- 
gressional leaders to discuss the budget nego- 
tiations. 


January 19 

In the morning, the President met with 
Foreign Minister Yohei Kono of Japan. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Ronnie Feuerstein Heyman to the 
National Council on the Arts. 

The President appointed Peter B. 
Edelman to be Assistant Secretary of Health 
and Human Services for Planning and Eval- 
uation as a recess appointee. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Frederick Pang to the National Part- 
nership Council. 

The President appointed Charles A. 
Hunnicutt as Assistant Secretary of Trans- 
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ae for Aviation and International Af- 
airs as a recess appointee. 

The President appointed Eileen B. 
Claussen as Assistant Secretary of State for 
Oceans and International Environmental and 
Scientific Affairs as a recess appointee. 

The President appointed Sarah M. Fox to 
the National Labor Relations Board as a re- 
cess appointee. 

The President appointed Harlan Mathews 
as Chair and William C. Brooks and Gerald 
M. Shea as members of the Social Security 
Advisory Board as recess appointees. 

The President made the following recess 
appointments to the Civil Liberties Public 
Education Fund: Robert F. Drinan, Leo K. 
Goto, Susan Hayase, Elsa H. Kudo, Yeiichi 
Kuwayama, Dale Minami, Peggy Nagae, and 
Don Toshiaki Nakanishi. 

The President appointed Gerald N. Tirozzi 
as Assistant Secretary of Education for Ele- 
mentary and Secondary Education as a recess 
appointment. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this issue. 
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The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
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Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry 
announcing disaster declarations for Ken- 


tucky, New Jersey, North Carolina, Virginia, 
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Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Mike McCurry 


Released January 16 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Mike McCurry 


Staternent by Press Secretary Mike McCurry 
on the President’s meeting with His Holiness 
Karekin I, Patriarch of the Armenian Apos- 
tolic Church 


Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry 
on the resignation of Greek Prime Minister 
Andreas Papandreou 


Released January 17 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Mike McCurry 


Released January 18 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Mike McCurry 


Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry 
announcing the President’s congratulations 
to Costas Simitis on his election as the new 
Prime Minister of Greece 


Transcript of a press briefing by Secretary 
of the Treasury Robert Rubin, White House 
Chief of Staff Leon Panetta, and Office of 
Management and Budget Director Alice 
Rivlin on Federal budget negotiations 


Released January 19 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Mike McCurry 
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